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We’re all familiar with the slang expression, “Who's your daddy?" Use of this rhetorical phrase implies a boastful claim of domin-ance over the hearer. 

The idea of “father” carries with it the notion of headship, authority and power. When we think of our “daddy” we think of the person in charge. But the concept of “daddy” at least as found in the Bible, also carries with it the idea of protection and care, provision and love.   

In his famous “sermon on the mount” our Lord Jesus asked the rhetorical question, “Which of you, if his son asks for bread will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish will give him a snake?” – Matt 7:9

The expected answer of course was none of them would. It is not the norm for an earthly father to abandon his child, or deny him that which he needs. In fact, the norm, even among wicked men is to care for their children. 

To be sure there are exceptions. But these are always viewed by our society as evil men.  The expectation of even so corrupt a culture as ours is that fathers will provide for their children.

The reason why I bring this up is because this is one of the thoughts, which has persuaded me personally of universal sal-vation. 

The significant point is found in the comparison that Jesus makes.  He says, 

“If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him?” 
– Matt 7:9-11

Jesus uses the greek phrase “pollus mallon” here. This phrase, translated “how much more” is found repeatedly throughout the New Testament. Both Jesus and Paul are very fond of it.  Whenever we see this phrase we can be sure that the speaker is employing an a fortiori argu-ment. 

The phrase a fortiori is a Latin term meaning “with stronger reason.” The idea is that a comparison is established between two ideas in order to set forth a logical conclusion. 

By this method our Lord is setting up a strong case proving that God is more loving than an earthly father.  But this demands another important and inescap-able correlative conclusion. 

If a human father would not do something harmful to his child then our heavenly father cannot do so either because God is MORE LOVING not less!

Now since earthly fathers do that which is best for their children, they would not bring a child into the world if they could prevent it, if they knew that the result would be harmful to their child. 

Yet according to the doctrine of endless torment this is precisely what God has done. He has brought humanity into this world in order to torment a large portion of his children forever, even though he could have prevented this. 

The objection might be raised that God is not their daddy, because they have forfeited that relationship by their sinful behavior and are now children of the devil. 

But all must agree that while yet in Adam, prior to the fall they were his children. Now scripture says God purposed to cause their downfall while they had not yet done any good or evil. (Rom. 9: 11-13) 

In other words, their heavenly fathers’ decision to arrange the downfall of his children was not because they were evil. He decided this before they had done good or evil. Thus by definition he did it while they were yet in view as his children. Therefore even if we reject the concept of a present universal fatherhood of God we still cannot escape the conclusion that, on the basis of the doctrine of endless torment, God acted LESS lovingly than an earthly father when he unconditionally predestined them to corruption while they as yet had not done any good or evil  simply because it pleased him to do so.

Therefore, either Jesus lied or the doctrine of endless torment is false. Now since Jesus cannot lie the conclusion is certain that the doctrine is in fact false.

The God who is LOVE (1 John 4:8) could not abandon his children to the misery of the fall and its consequences unless He had a plan whereby these events would ultimately result in the restoration of Adam and all his posterity from sin and misery. 

Some will be saved in this life and others not until the afterlife. (1 Cor. 3:15) Some may suffer for long ages under the wrath of God for their sins before he sends his Holy Spirit to regenerate them so that they too can have faith in Christ and so be re-leased from their condemnation.

Scripture is clear that God does forgive those who are his enemies. (Rom.5:8) He transforms those who are far off into his people (1 Pet 2:10) 

Scripture is also clear that election is unconditional. Those who are called in this life are not called because they are better than those who are not. There is nothing in them that merits this choice. No quality that makes them more desirable.  And since God loves the world that means he, as a father, loves the reprobate as much as the elect. They are no worse than the elect and so they are no less worthy of salvation. They are presently his enemies. But God loves his enemies. (Matt: 5:44-48) For God has bound all men over to disobedience so that he may have mercy on them all. (Rom. 11:32)  Why? Because God desires all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth. (1 Tim. 2:4)  For he takes no delight in the death of the wicked. (Ez. 18:32) Rather he is not willing that any should perish. (2 Pet. 3:9) Did he mean just any of the elect? No! For He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. (1 John 2:2)

So we can have confidence that because of his infinite love, demonstrated by his sacrifice on the cross, even those who do not yet know him, and even those who hate him, will one day bow the knee to him and when asked, “who’s your daddy? Will reply, The Lord is my daddy!
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