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Are the “ALL” who died in Adam the same  “ALL” whom Christ shall make alive?
Main stream evangelical churches will say no way!

Usually the verse is interpreted as follows… Those who are “in” Adam are all spiritually dead, but those who are “in” Christ are born again and have eternal life through him. They make two groups here.  

But is that what Paul is really saying here? The language is as follows…

“But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  For since death came through a man, the resurrection from the dead comes also through a man.  For as in Adam all die, so in Christ shall all be made alive. But each in his own turn: Christ, the first fruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. 

Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death.” 1 Cor. 15: 20-25)

Notice that Christ is called the first fruits. This term makes reference to the harvest. It is an analogy to help us better understand what Paul is saying. The first fruits are the early crops. The fore-runners of greater things to come. So Christ is the first from the dead. 

Then come the elect. Those who belong to him. Those in covenant relationship to him. Those who have responded to the gospel call and obeyed the terms of the covenant of grace.

Notice what Paul says next. “Then the end will come.”  After the first fruits, and the harvest of the elect then comes the culmination. The conclusion. The end. And what happens at the end. Death is finally destroyed. But death cannot be said to be destroyed if there are souls in Hell. For damnation is called death in biblical language. 

But Paul tells us that in Christ “ALL” will be made alive, just as “All” perished in Adam. Thus in Christ death is destroyed. God’s grace is triumphant. And all are restored to the glory of God the Father. Adam succeeded in killing us all. Christ shall succeed is bringing us back to life!

“Does the bible teach this idea anywhere else?”

Jesus said by the mouth of two or three witnesses a thing is established. Are there any more witnesses to this idea that Christ’s blessing is effective wherever Adam’s curse is found? Yes there is! In Romans 5:12-21 we find very similar language.

“Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned… But the free gift is not like the transgression. For if by the transgression of the one the many died, much more did the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abound to the many.

The gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned; for on the one hand the judgment arose from one transgression resulting in condemnation, but on the other hand the free gift arose from many transgressions resulting in justification.

For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.

So then as through one transgression there resulted condemnation to all men, even so through one act of righteousness there resulted  justification of life to all men.

For as through the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One the many will be made righteous. The Law came in so that the transgression would increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, so that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace would reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Now this passage is even clearer. If we are willing to allow the Bible to speak for itself and not put our own preconceptions into it we can clearly see what Paul is getting at here. 

Through Adam death came to all mankind. His sin resulted in our downfall as a race.  Now Paul contrasts the hurt caused by Adam with the healing delivered by Christ. Note what he says. He does not say that grace abounded almost as much as the curse of Adam’s sin. Rather he declares that “grace abounded all the more!”  

Now, if Christ’s obedience only saves some of those whom Adam slew with his sin Paul could hardly say, it abounded all the more. Rather he should have said it abounded almost as much! 

What Paul is saying here is wherever the curse of Adam’s disobedience is found, there too is the blessing of Christ’s obedience. And Christ’s acts are more powerful than Adam’s. Because his work totally reversed the corruption caused by Adam!

This is why Paul says elsewhere “we have fixed our hope on the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of believers.”      -1 Tim. 4:10

He is not just the savior of believers. He is the savior of unbelievers too! When they finally believe they too will be saved. For no man cane ever come unto the Father but through Christ! 

God didn’t just love a small elect remnant out of the world. He loved the whole corrupt world so much that “he gave his only begotten son so that whosoever believeth in his should not perish but have eternal life.” –JN 3:16 


As he said, “if I am lifted up I will draw all men unto himself.” - Jn 12:32  He did not say he would try to draw all men, or that he would draw only some men, but that he WOULD draw ALL men to himself.

 This is why John the Baptist announced him saying, “Behold,  the lamb of God that taketh away the sins of the world.” 

It is not the elect only whose sins he removes. It is the whole world!  Indeed he has abolished death! But if death is abolished there can be no more! 

“but now has been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel” – 2 Tim 1:10

Even the Samaritan’s knew that Jesus was the savior of the whole world. -  Jn 4:42

The Bible is clear that God desires all me to be saved. That is why most Christians are Arminian and not Calvinistic. Arminians teach that God wants everyone to be saved but is powerless to make it happen. Calvinists say God has the power to save all men but doesn’t want to. One side impunes God’s power, the other insults his character. Neither is correct. God has both the will to save and the power to save. Thus we can be sure he will save!

Note how clear this passage is on the desire of God to save all men. 

“This is good and acceptable in the sight of)God our Savior,  who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.”   –1 Tim. 4:3-4

But Job also said to God: “you can do all things, no plan of yours can be twarted.-  Job 42:2

Thus God has both the desire and the power to save men. And he has accomplished this great and glorious deed through the blood of his son Jesus Christ our Lord.  He is indeed the savior of the world. Adam succeeded. But Christ’s success is even greater!
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ADAM SUCCEEDED…
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WILL CHRIST?

For as in Adam all died,

so in Christ shall all be made alive!
(1 Corinthians 15:22)







