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Av1 Nations of the Earth blefled in
Cugisr, the Seed of AzranaM.

A .
SERMON
PREACHED AT BOSTON,

AT THE

ORDINATION

OF THE
Rev.Mr. Josepa Bowman,
TO THE
Worg of the Gofpel-Miniftry,

MOoRE EsPECIALLY

Among the Mohawk-Indians, on the
Weftern Borders of NEwW-ENGLAND.

AvcusT 31.”}‘762.’
o BY y
CuARrRLEsSCHAUNCY, D. D.

One of the Paftors of the Firlt Church in BosTox. .« )

¢ Asx of me, and I will give thee the heathen for*
thine inheritance, and the uttermoft parts of the
carth_ for thy poflefion.

The infpired Davip. !

B OSTON:
Printed and Sold by Joun Drar:e, 1762.
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. .To 'THE Mos'r Hononaun‘ T

'WILLIAM

MARCLUIB of Lo'rmAN, o
 PRESIDENT,
The other Members

- of the honorable Society
“in ScoTrLaND forpropa-

~ gating Chrlﬁlan KnOW-
ledge.

| | TH E follOWing {fermon
| was preached at the
A defire
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defire of your correfpondent
members ik New-England ;
and as they,in their candor,
tho't i.adapted to fefwe the
noble deﬁgn of the commif-
fion «with ‘which »you' had
honored them, ‘it was their
pleafateto depute me; with
all humble deference; to in-
feribeit to you in their name.

er‘ ‘commaufiica-
- virtue ‘of the
er “pfanted to
“you,“gave t1fe “€o en-
deavours, which un-
“der the Divine fmiles, -ob-
tained comfiderablefunrs to-
wards the \fuppoit of -the
- - millions




(i)

" WE_ bow the ‘knee in
grateful’ a'cknowledgements
to the God and Father of our
Lord Jefus Chrift,. who has
made you fuccefsfal inftru-
ments. in cultivating the
minds, and Tetifying the
manners, of fiich multitudes

A 2 n.



in theifles and of
Scotland : at tl 1€,
we remember with regret,
that your kind and generous
attempt, -fome years ago, to
chriftianife - the Indians on
the eaftern borders of this
proyince, wasnot profpered
accordlng to your PlOllS
withes. Your miflionaries
then went to Indians, who
had been ftrongly prepoffef .
{ed in favor of the idolatries
and fuperﬁmons of Rome, -
They are now gone to In-
dian-nations, who have not
‘beenunder management by
popifh priefts : and if they
are faithful m their laborc
| and
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(Vi)

_ perfons - “we promife our:
felves we thdll not want your
kind affiftance’s" efpecially;
as we Herein act by delega-
tion fromyou. - The incom¢
of yourfunds may not be
more than fufhcient “to an=
fwer the calls from thofe
numerous fchools; and im?2
portant miflions, which are
fupported at your‘charge :
but we-queftion. not your
wifdom to devife, or readi-
nefs to carry into effect, fuch
meafures as fhall put-itin
your power to-encourage us,
~ as far as may reafonably be
expected, 'in going on with
that work of pious charity

' ~in
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thhmch {we fare ‘engagod,
‘and- not-withpus- fome; hopc

of fuccefs. drirn ad3

I NEED not ask your
prayers for the«ntiflionaries
gone forth on the fervice of
Chrift to péople 6fa firange
fpeech, and rude manners ;
or*for your: sommiffioners,
as they are, in this bufinefs,
your: fervanits: for Chrift's
fake: And God forbid, that
they | 'ceafe praying
for yo . tyour wife and

faithful ‘endeavours tospro-

* mote chriftidn * knowkdge
and virtue’ may be bleﬁ'ed
yet more abundantly, to the
honor



(viii)"

honor of God ,and the good

of men, even té the. ends of |
the earth. A

 I- am; .
o mth great rcfpe&
ypur moﬁ obedxcnt

and humble fervant, .‘

 Charles Gbazmc}/
In the name, and at the def ire,
of the correfpondent members

in the MASSACHUSETTS-BAY,
New-EncLaND.

Biftan, September 7. 1 762.
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AN QRDINATIONSEVRAMON. {
mwwwwwww
= GENESIS xxn 18‘ _.

“ AND in thy feed ﬂzall all
nations of the _earth be

bleﬁ'ed e

Hese wqrds, with the ima
mediately foregoing one,
exhibit an account of the
promife. which God made,
more than three thoufand

- yeats ago, to the memos

rable Patriarch, who is fet forth as a pat~

tern of faith to all aﬁer-gcneratlons of

men: And it fummarily contains the i

whole fcheme of the divine condut, res : ‘

fpedting both the nation of the Jews, and

the other nations of the ear,th-

B tr : J
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2  ALL NATIONS BLESSED . .
IT is obvioufly divifible into: two
parts. The former relates to Abraham
himfelf, and his natural pofterity thro’
Ifaac and Jacob ; and may juftly be e-
fteemedthe true bafisof the Jewifh church,
and of all.the ,means; prmlages_,, d)gmues
and prerogatives, they were favoured
with,diftingui(hing them from eyvery other
people. The latter’ refpe&s the nations
in comymon 5 pointing aur view taChrift,
and to the enlargement of God’skingdom .
tinder .hi$- ddrmmﬁraﬁon,, when ‘there
Thould be no more any differencebetween
¢ Jew.and Greek,” but alt kindreds, lan-
guages and people under the whole hea-
ven, upon their faith in the promifed
feed, fhoyld make one body, be fellow-
l‘relrs, and partakers in ‘cammon of the
famc gofpel*falvatton. : >

Tms’ Tatter pért ofthc promife, Wthh
‘concerns the natiohs “of the world in ge-
neral, - is compré”hended in the words I
“have Teleted to employ our thoughts at
this time, “ In thy feedfhall‘all nafions
' of the carth beblefled.”  An mterefting
_prormfe ["“No one in' the facred books-is
more To.. “It was accérdingly, upon fe-
veral occafions befides that in my cof-
tex, exprefsly made toAbraham by name;
’ and



oo INCHRIST. . . 3

and afterwards, in. like explicit. form, re-
newed bath to Ifaac and Jacob: Nor is
there a promife of God mare frequently.
refered to by the infpired writers. This
is'the promife, in fpecial, which the a-
peftie Paul fo often takes rife from in his
reafonings, particularly, in favor of the

. .

Gentile natiops,

~WHAT I have in view, at prefent, is
to let you inte a clear conception of the
meaning, importance and extent of this
divine promife ; the doing of which will
very.obviaufly prepare the way for the
refle¢tions that are proper upon fuch an
.occafion as this,

- THE following things then are to be
confidered and explained, the feed in
whom this promife is made ; the juft
import of thebk;[ing promifed ; and final-
ly, the extent of the objed of the promife.

As to the firft of thefe particulars, the
Jfeed in whom the promife is made, ’ts
evident we are to underftand by it, not
the pofterity of Abraham in general, ei-
ther by Ifaac or Jacob ; but a sINGLE
PERSON proceeding from him thro’ them.
The word “ feed” is not ufed here as a

B 2 name



4  ALL NATIONS BLESSED

name of multitude ; but as.denoting oneg,
by whom, as defcendlng from Abraham,
the blefling fhould be conveyed. - 'Thus
the promife feems to have been under+
ftood by Abraham himfelf. How elfe
fhall we exphain that addrefs of our Lord
to the Jews, ® « Your father Abraham
rejoiced to fee my day, and faw it, and
was glad ?” It was in the lively exercife
of ﬁuth and hope, as grounded on the
© feed” promifed in my text, that he was
ﬁllcd with holy joy, while be looked for®
ward to the time, when this glorious Sa~
viour would appear in the worldto bea
blefling to it. And.this fame promlfed,
#feed” was ultimately the ground of the
upijverfal expetation there was among the
Jews, particularly about the time of our
Baviour’s manifeftation in human flefh,
that a “ deliverer would come out of
Zion,” as proccedmg from Abraham.—
They entertain’d, 'tis true, wrong noti-
ons of this deliverer, and of the falvation
he would effe@t: But they rightly con-
ftrued the promife fo far as they were
‘led, in wvirtue of it, to expect, that fome
‘extraordinary’ perfon would, in God's
time, come. into the world under the
‘chara&er of a mighty Redeemer.. To be
fure, thisis the conftru@®ion the new-te{-

tament-
* John VIIL §6.



tament-writers put upon the word,* feed,”
in the promife toAbraham. The apaftle
Paul, while treating wpon this matter
ex profeffo, has thus explained the. term
in Gal. 3. 16. His words are, “ He faith
- not,” that i3, God, in the promifes he made
" to Abraham, faith not, “ and to feeds, a8
of many ;butas of one,to thyfeed; which
feed (as he goes on to affure us) is Chrift.”
He accordingly, in-the following 19th v,
ufes the word, feed, in this perfonal fenfe.
For, fpeaking there of the law that was
given by Mofes, he'fays, it was added
becaufe of trandgreffions, till the feed
fhould come,” that is, till the appearing
of Chrift, the feedit was promifed fhould
come. In agreement with this interpre-
tation, Chrift is reprefented 1 as havin
“ took on him the feed of Abraham.”—
And his birth into the world is fpoken of
i as “ the metcy promifed in the cover
nant, the oath which God {ware to A-
braham,” that is, the promife he folemn-
ly made to him, and confirmed by his
oath, in the words of my text. The fhort
of the matter is, the feed here promifed
to Abraham isthe fame feed that was pro-
mifed toAdam foon after his fall ; meaning
Chrift, the Saviour it pleafed the all-rer-
ciful: God early to provide for a perithing
o WOI‘ld,
+ Heb. I, 16. 1 Luke L 75. ‘



§ ALL NAFIONS BLESSED

world, thro’ whom alohe any of therace
of men could. be delivered from fin and
wrath, and obrain falvation with eternal
glory. And ’tis accordingly the truth
of fact, ‘that Chrift is the glorious perfon,
- to Whofe ‘mediatory undertaking, in’our
hature, it is every where afcribed, in . the
infpired writings of the ncw-teltamenr;
¢ that the ferpent’s head has been
bruifed ;” or, what .means precifely the
fame thmg, that “ the -nations -of the
earth” have been, and ** thall be blcﬁE:d ”

THUS the ¢ feed,” promlfed inmy text,
means a fingle perfon, ofe only, even
Jefus Chrift, the alone conftituted faviour
of men ; and foI gone on, as was nextly.
propofcd ‘

T'o afcertain the fenfe m‘ V;lhICh we ére
to under(tand the blefing thatis. prormfed
thro him.

Axp it means, without all doubt,
the fame thing with gofpel-falvation.
Abraham entertained this thought of it.
I don’t fay, that he had fo fall and diftinét
an idea of the falyation by Chrift as we
have, whofe lot itis to live in the.world
fince the incarnation of the fon of Gocld ‘

an
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arid ‘the clear difcovery he' has made of
the’ counfels of heaven- withi reference to'
fHe grear affait of man’s redemptlon, a§
grounded on'the- merit of his life and

edth’: ‘But he was led, in- cenfequence of
this prormfc, into an eXpe&atzon of good
thmgs far more excellent than’ temporal
ones; 'and as defigned” for other nations
beﬁdes the Jewith, who could boaft of
Having him for their héad ‘and father:ac-
cording -to the flefh. Hence ouir-Savioat
fpeaks of him § as having by faith,  feen
hisday,” the day of his appealmg,tthe gof~
pel day And hence the author-of the epi-
ftle to thé Hebrews deélares, §' thatAbra-
‘ham*-lodked for-a city which hath founc
danons, whofébuilder and maker is God.”
‘The fame city | is - here meant which the
apoftle John ealls: “ the new ]erufalem,
‘and faw -in his “vifions, coming down
‘from God out of heaven.” - Nor could
‘Abraham have looked for fuch- a city as
‘this in ahy way- but that of fiith, taking
rifé- from the ‘promife God had now
m:lde to hlm !

“.AND 'tis abundantly evident; that the
new:teftament writings do every where
-underftand this BLEssING, which was
~to be conveyed thro’ the feed of Abraham,

. in
§ John VIII. §6. ° $ Heb. IX. 10.
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in the above {piritual fclee. . Henge
Zacharias, in his prophetic fong, * makes
% .God’s granting to. uy to ferve hxm m
bolinefs and nghteoufnefs” one thing in-
sluded in “ the mercy promifed in.the
¢ovenant, with Abrabam.” Hence the
apoftle Peter tells the Jews, § that “  the
miflion of Chrift to blefs them by tui‘mng
them fwm their i iniqpities,” was comprg-
hended in thofe words of God to Abrae
hani of old, “in thy feed fhall all the kin~
dreds of 'ehe earth be blefled.” Hence the
apoftle Payl declares, +that “ the gofpel
wasg preached to Abraham,” when it was
faid to him, “in thee (hall all nations beg
bleffad ,” apd again, } that ¢ the inheri-
tance, ” the mcorruptlble, undefiled and
eternmal mhemam;c, as it is fometimes cal-
led, was “ given to Abraham by promife,”
that is,. the promife in my text. Hence
the authpr of the epiftle to the Hebrews
fpeaks of God fas “ not athamed to be
ealled their God,” the God of Abraham,
of Ifaac, and of Jacob, * becaufe he hath
prepared for them a city,” the fame cit
of which he had before 4 faid, “ whofe
. builder and maker is God.” In fine, it
was becaufe this, and the fimilar promifes,
looked beyond the prefent world, enga-
ging
* Luke I. 69th to the 75th.  § Ads I, 25, 26.
¥ Gal. 1l 8, {v.18, | Heb. Ix 16. 4 V. tO.




IN CHRIST. 9
ging bleflednefs .in fome future one, that
our Saviour argues therefrom in proof of
the “refurreGtion. from the dead. His -
words are, * “ that the dead fhall be rai-

{fed, even' Mofesfhewed at the bufh, when
he called the Lord, the God of Abraham,
and the God of Ifaac, and the God of
Jacob. For he is not a God of the dead,
but of the living.” ’Tis certain, from
thefe paflages, if we may rely on the au-
thority of the new-teftament writers, that,
the bleffing promifed through. the feed of
Abraham was virtually, feminally and,
implicitly, that fame falvation which has,
fince, as the apoftle Paul fpeaks, 1. been
made known,according to the command-
ment of the everlafting God, to all nations
for the obedience of faith.” =~ -

But befides this falvation, wherein -
the blefling promifed principally confifts, .
the way and means of its beftowment are
included alfo ; fuch as the manifeftation
of Jefus Chrift in our fleth, as proceeding -
from Abraham; his fufferings and death;.
his refurrection from the dead ; afcention
to heaven, and exaltation at the right
hand of God ; andthat fettlement of God’s -
vifible kingdom, in confequence hereof;
. which now takes place in the world, with

- C ‘ him
* Luke XX. 37. 1 Rom, XVI, 26.



10 ALL NATIONS BLESSED

him at it’s head. Not that Abraham, or
any of his pofterity in former ages, were
led, by thefe general words, “ in thy feed
fhall all nations be blefled,” into ‘a parti-
cular knowledge of thefe things. ’Tis
probable, neither he, nor they, under-
ftood any more by them than this, that
fome glorious perfonage, fpringing from
him, fhould, in-God’s time, in ways un-
tho't of by them, be ‘the inftrument in
fpiritually  “ blefling 4ll nations of the
earth.” But, ftill, the whole work of
Chrift, asSaviour of the world, was virtu-
- ally contained in this promxfe, that is to
fay, ‘all that he wasto be, to do, and
to fuffer, while on earth; and, all that
he was afterwards to t'ranfa& in heaven,
in order to his bringing into effect the de-
fign of his mediatory undertaking for fin-
ners. Theinfpired writers cerrainly teach
us to conceive thus of the matter. Hence
they fpeak of the ‘incarnation of Chrift,

which was an eflential preparative in the.
plan of God in order to the falvation of
men; as_an accomplithment, in part, of
this blefling promifed in the covenant
with Abraham. ~Thus Mary, the mother
of our Lord, is introduced in her prophe~
tic fong, * as “ rejoicing in God ” upon
- his birth into the world, and for this {pe-

' , cial
* ‘Luke 1. 54, 55.
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, cial reafon, « becaufe he had helped his
fervant Ifrael, in remembrance of his mer-
cy, ashe fpake to our fathers, to Abra-
ham, and to his feed forever.” And Ze-
'charias," upon, this fame occafion, being
* filled with the Holy Ghott " is ‘brought
‘in dpening hislips in thofe words of praife,
T “ blefled be the Lord God of Ifrael, for
‘he hath ‘v1ﬁted and redeemed his peoplc,
‘and raifed up an horn of falvation for us,
in' the houfe of his fervant David;—to
perform the mercy ‘promifed to”our fa-
ithers, and to remember his holy covenant,
the oath _which he fwear to our father
Abraham.” 'And as thé incarnation of
‘Chrift, fo his obedience in our nature
even to. the :death of the crofs, which
‘ought always to be efteemed the true and
‘only moral ground of the béftowment of
fpiritual and heavenly bleflings, is parti-
cularly and exprefsly reprefented as that
by which alfo the promife.to Abraham
‘was in part fulfilled. Hence that paffage
in the apoftle Paul’s epiftle to tlic Gala-
tions, * “Chrift hath redeemed us from
the curfe of the law, being made a curfe
for us, — that the blcfﬁng of Abraham
might come on the Gentiles thro’ Jefus
Chrift.” In like manner,the refurretion
of our Lord, the firft ‘ftep to his exalted

C2. ftate
+ LukeI. 68, 72, 73. . Gal. I, 13, 14.
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_ftate in heaven, - and fometimes put in
fcripture for the whole of it, is direly
"mentioned as effeéted to make good the
_promife to Abraham. Hence thofe words
10’ Paul’s fpeech to the Jews at Antioch, 1
“ 'We declare unto you glad tidings,how
that the promife, which was made unto
‘the fathers, God hath fulfilled the fame
unto us their children, in that he hath
raifed up Jefus again. ” In fine, that ad-
vantageous ftate of things, under the
‘gofpel-difpenfation, which was fet up by
Jefus Chrift, and has him for its fupreme
fdlre&or and Lord, was likewife included
in this promife : So tho't the gteat apoftle
of the Gentiles ; for one of the main
things tie had in view, efpemaliy in his
- ‘epiftles to the Romans, Galatians, and
-Epliefians, was to illuftrate and prove thls
point. L
ThE fum of the matter is, by the
bleffing promifed thro’ the feed of Abra-
ham, weare to underftand {piritual and
eternal falvation, together with the way
and means of its communication ; Chrift’s
becoming a partaker of fleth and blood in *
the fuliiefs of time, thro’ the loins of A-
braham ; his dymg to make reconciliation,
for iniquity ; his rifing from the dead,
and
T A@s XIII 32, 33.
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and going up to heaven to fit there at the
right hand of God’s power ; and in cop-
fequence of this, his erecting a kingdom,
wifely. and mercifully furnifhed wish gl
defirable means, motives, and advanta~
ges, in order to. deliver the nations from
the power of fin and Satan, and to form
them to a meetnefs in this world for the
glory, honor and immortality of the cos
ming better world.

WE go-an, in the laft plage, to conﬁ
der the oBJjECT of the promife ; Whlch
is nobly extenﬁve,takmg in'“ all nauons,
yea ¢ al families of the earth,” as it is
elfewhere cxprcffed Not that “ all na-
thIlS and families, ” viewed either as col-

e&tive bodies, or. .individuals, fhall be
bleﬂ'ed in Chrift, whether they dre be~
lievers in him or not. Such an interpres
tation wauld be contrary to the truth of
fa&, as well as fcripture : But the mean-
ing is, that in Chrift, the promifed fegd,
there is no difference between Jew and
Gentile, between dhe nation and ano-
ther; but,in every nation under the whole
heaven, whofoever believeth in the only
begotten Son of God, is an “ heir of the
promife, and fhall be favingly “ blefled
with faithful Abraham.”

' TRE
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T THE apoﬁlePaul exprefsly aflures us,*
that the nations of men, which “fome-
times were fat off; .are made mgh by the
blood of Chrift ; for he is our ‘peace, ” the
dommon peace of Jews and Gentﬂes,
 having broke down the wall of partiti-
on between us, and reconciled us both to
God:in one body by the crofs-: ” In con-
fequence whereof believing Gentiles “ are
no more f{trangers and foreigners, but fel-
low-citizens with the faints and houthold
of God.” Accordlngly, that is his doc-
trine, 1 There is no difference between
the Jew ‘and the Greek ; for the fame
Lord over all is rich tinto all that call up-
on him. For whofoever fhall call upon
the name of the Lord.fhall bc faved. ”
Aud again, T There 'is neither Jéw nor
Greck, there is neither bond' nor free,
there is neither male nor female ; for ye
dre all one'in Chrift Jefus:-And if ye are
Chrift’s, then are ye Abraham’s feed, and
heirs dccording to the promlfe

'CoNsoNANT hereto was the commif-
fion our Lord gave his apoftles to preach
the gofpel, the glad tidings of the accom-
plithment of the * blefling promifed to
Abrahain.”. That was their order,§ “Go

e

* Eph. II. 13th to the 18th. § Rom. X. 12, 13?

1 Gal. III. 28, 29. § Mat. XXVIIL. 19.
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ye, and teach ALL NATIONS, baptifing
them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft.” It is
elfewhere 1+ worded, “ Go ye into ALL
THE WORLD, and preach the gofpel to
EVERY CREATURE, * the whole human:
race. And it is in fa&t true, that they
preached the gofpel, falvation by Jefus
Chrift, not to the Jews only, but to the
Gennl°s alfo, without difcrimination, that
is, to all nations and families of the earth,

fo far as they were able, makmg no dif-

ference. .

THE Jewifh nation, ’tis true, were to
have the precedence. The gofpel was
firlt to be preached to them ; but not to
the exclufion of the other nations. They
alfo were comprehended, yea, exprefsly
mentioned, in the promife to Abraham : S
And, in fulﬁlment of this promife, the

\gofpel ought to be, and.altually was,
preached to them. A fpecimen of this
we meet with immediately upon the Spi-:
rit’s being poured out upon the apoftles
on the day of Pentecoft ; for * devout
men, out of every nation under heaven,”
being now at Jerufalem, the ¢ b]cﬁing,"-
contained in the ‘ promife to Abraham,”
was offered to them in the name of Jefus

' Chrift. *
t+ Mark XVI. 15; - * AQsll,
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Chrit.  And it is evident, from the
preaching, efpecially of the apoftle Paul,
that no diftihction was made between
one nation and another, between one
man and another ; But in all places, and
to all perfons, as there was. opportunity,
the way to falvation by Jefus Chrift was
impartially made known.

THE language, in which the afually
leffed by Jefus Chrift, the promifed feed,
are fpoken of in fcripture, is a further ob-
fervable proof, that the nations,in all cor-
ners of the earth,.in all ages, without dif-
tinion or limitation, are the object of
the promife in my text. ‘They are intro-
duced in the book of the Revelation,*
¢ Singing a new fong to Jefus thelamb
of God,” and faying, “ Thou art worthy
to take the book, and to open the feals
thereof ; for thou haft redeemed us to
God, by thy blood, out of every kindred,
and tongue, and people, and nation, and
haft made us untoGod kings and priefts.”
And the apoftle John “ beheld in vifion,}
and lo, a great multitude of all nations,
and kindreds, and people, and tongues,
ftood before the throne, and before the
Lamb,—and cried with a loud voice, fay-
ing, Salvation to our God, — and unto

o -the

*Rev. V. 9, 10. 1 Rev. VIL 9, 10.
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the Lamb.” And no wonder this is the
| reprefentatton for'the “ bleffed in Jefus

Chrift, ” in the coming ftate, will be 4 .

colleéhon of all forts and conditions -of
men, out of all nations, in all’ parts and

ages of the world, even from the days of -

Adam, till time ﬂ1a11 be no more. Itis
accordingly to be remarked - here, the
“ blefling ” promifed to “'all nations ”
looks backwards as well as forwards ; ta-
king-in all believers, like Abraham, from
the beginning of the world to that- day,
-as well as from that day to the end of the
world. Hence Chrift, the promﬂ’ d feed,
isfpoken of, in the revelation to John, *
as “ the Lamb flain from the foundation
of the world, ”* that is, in ‘the pUrpofe,
and accordmg to the counfel’ of'Gad ;
and fo as that obedient believers of all
nations of the earth, even froni the day
« that God promifed and faid, “ the feed
of the woman fhall "bruife the ferpent’s
head,”- might be admitted 'to the benefit
of “redemption thro’ his blood, the for-
givenefs of their fins, accordmg to the
riches of God's grace. ”

Trus glorioufly extenfive is the 0B-
jeEcT of the blefling thro’ the p)‘omlde
feed. *Tis not confined to the nation of
D - ‘ the
1: Rev. XIII, 8. ‘
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the Jews.in diftinction from theGentiles;
neither is it limited to fome Gentile-nati-
ons to the. excluﬁocn of others = But ¢ all
nations of the earth,” from thg beginning
of the world to, the. end of 1t, are comprcv
hendcdmlt. T

I HAVE now faxd what may be thoc
fufficient to illuftrate the promife in my
text. : It remains to make what has been
oﬂ"ered ufeful, by calling . your autentiqu
to. fome,fultable reﬁeft;ons An .

THE firft thmg obvmuﬂy pcrce:vable
is, that the blefling mankind in Jefus
Chrift ‘way the aim of God, and what he
has been profecyting, all along from: the
beginniig of the world.This was at firft
Tuggefted only -ip general promifes and
predléhons, and. thefe fo worded,as that
Adam,: Abraham, Mofes,; David, and the
Prophets, had not a-clear and comprehen-
five underftanding of -the things virtually
and really intended by them. And, -per-
haps, it would not have confifted. with
the grand intermediate ftep in the affair of
man’s falvation, the fufferings and death
of Jefus Chrift, to have fpoken more ex-
plicitly upon the matter, till this had been
accomplithed. But ftill, fo much was

faid
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fald fn the promifes of God to Adam arid
Abraham, and in the prophefies he infpir
red his prophets to ‘deliver, that it was
known in general, that fome great defign
of mercy, by fome extraordinary -perfon
that (hould be born of a woman, and pro-
ceed from Abraliam, ‘was in profecution -
tho’ they could not particularly fay, what
this mercy was, or how it would be ac-
complithed thro’ this * feed of the wo-
man, ” and “ of Abraham.”. The clear
and full knowledge of thefe things was
refervedto after-times, and has according-
" ly been -revealed in thefe ¢ laft days. "
And to -us, who are able to view the
fcheme of God, as it has heen explained
by the birth, hfe,, death, refurreéion . and
exaltation of Jefus Chrift, and the fettle-
ment of the gofpel-kmgdom in the world,
‘with'its means, motrves, ‘and advantagcs,
in_arder to effe® men’s falvation, it very
evidently appears to be one uniform con-
fiftent defign, begun in the days of Adam,
and carried on thro’the times of Abraham,
‘Mofks,and the prophets,till the coming of
-Jefus Chrift ; who, in conifequence of his
humiliation to death, went. up to heaven,
and fets there at the right hand of God,
clpathed with all power, that he mlght
ﬁmfh this plan, and finally bring it into
D2 effect. -



2¢ ALL NATIONS. BLESSED

effe®. 'And itis, with me, one of the
firongeft evidences. of the truth of the
gofpel, and the revelation contained in it
that the promife to Abraham, as well as
that to Adam, and the other fimilar pror
mifes and predictions, are fo exprefled as
- that the fcheme of falvation by Jefus

.Chnﬁ as unfolded in the new-teftament .

awritings, is very obvnouﬁy, however
fummarily, pointed out in them ; \info-
‘much that a fober enquirer can fcarce fail
of being fatisfied, that one and the fame
plan has been in profecution from.the
‘beginning ; which plan, however dark
‘to former - ‘ages, as to it's particulars,. - is
now, in the times of the gofpel, made
:fuﬂimenﬂ) manifeft to all men.

It is likewife natural to expe&; from

.what has been faid, that great multitudes
-will be blefled in Jefus Chrift. For the
blefling thro’ him is promifed to ¢ all na-
tions and families of the earth. ” And
can it be fuppofed, when the promife is

thus glorioufly extenfive, as toits object,

that a few only will be blefled in confe-
~quence of it ? .

" WaETHER we underftand by this
bleﬁing, gofpel means and advantages,
under
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under the adminiftration of God's vifible
kingdom by his Son Jefus Chrift ; or the
end thefe means are defigned to effed,
the bringing men to heaventy happinefs ;
—it- will not be confined to a fmall num-
bet, but comprehend a vaft multitude.

- THE gofpel has already been preached
to, and the kingdom of thie Son of God
in fa& fettled among, a great many na-
tions of the earth ; infomuch that if we
reckon the individuals that now conftitute
thefe colledtive bodies of men, and have
been: their conftituent parts thro’ the fe-
veral fucceflive "ages, fince Chrift was
made known to them, they will be vaftly
numerous : And the account will ftill in-
creafe, and rife almoft beyond imagina-
tion, if we carry our thouglits to thofe
numberlefs individuals who may yet be
brought into exiftence, and form thefe

commuhitiesin-all future ages. -

AND the rumber of thofe, who have
not only had the kingdom of God among
them, but formed in them to their bein
made meet for the heavenly kingdom,
and atually admitted into'it will be vaft-
ly grgat likewife. 'To this purpofe * the
redeemed to God, by the blood of Chrift,

' . out

.
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out. of every kindred, and rongne, and
natiop, ” is.fa, in the book of the Rex
velation, T to be “ ten-thoufand times tens
thoufand, and thoufand of thoufanc&; %
And the individuals out of “ all natigns,
and kindreds, and people, and tongues,”
who fhall finally “ ftand before the throne,
and cry, falvation to our God and to the
Lamb,” are again reprefented * as “-a
great multxtude which no map can num-
ber.” :From which facred declarations we
have full wargaat to fay, that the bleffed
by Chrift, the promifed feed of Abraham,
confidered. as ene colleitive body, made
up of all the individuals that will be faved,
out of all nations, .and in all ages from
the days of Adam, . will be an inconcei-
vably, great multitude | Nor is this any
ather than the fulfilment of the word,

which Ged fpake; of pld to his fervant
Abraham, when, apan. bidding  him
“ look towards heaven, and tel] the ftars
if he were able to number them,” he faid,

1% So SHALL THY SERED BE.

IT may pcrtmently alfo be recommen-
ded to us, from the preceding difcourfe, to
exert ourfelves, in all proper ways, that
the barbarous nations, inhabiting thefe
American lands, may become partakers

of
fRer. V. 2. *Rev. VII, 4, 10, } Gen.XV. 3.
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of the falvation by JefusChrift.——This fal.
vation is . the fubje@-mutter .of., my text,
the blefling it promifes 5-and it is juftly
apphcable 10 thefe. tribes . of men. . As
they are,com | the “ all pati<
ons” who fha d in the feed of
Abraham,” they -conftitute. a part of the
eBJECT-of this-divine engagement, and
as truely fo as any other. communities of
the human race.  And, it. may be, they
were particularly ranked, in.the counfels
of-God, among the natiops that fhould
eventually be. blefled thro’ the feed here
promifed;; -though it was not.t,r;ll am
ages that. they were bro’t: mgo al
exiffence; We have fuch an, opfervable
paffage as that in the book of Pfalms, *
¢ Have refpect unte the covgnaat ; , for
the dark places of  the earth  are full of
the habitations of cruelty. ” * The words
may belooked upon as a prophenc prayer,
looking forward .to the times.of Chrift,
when the coyenant-promife tq Abraham, -
fhould be fulfilled : And the argument.
enforcing the prayer s, that there were
places in “ the earth covered with dark-
nefs,” whofe inhabitants were, in 3 fingu-
lar fenfe, * barbarous and cruely ”. Per-~
haps, no places in the earth were ever
more dark, and at the fame time more
given

* plalm LXXIV. 20.
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glven to cruelty, -than “thefe Amerxcan
regions, as poffefled by the ab-originals:
The Spmt who fpake’ thro’ David might
have in view the nations in thefe parts of
the éarth, and, upon the foreﬁght of their
deplorably fad- condmon, ray God to
“ refpe& the covenant,”’ Els covenant
with Abraham, which promifed a blefling
to thefe; - among: the othetr hations ; a
bleffing “that“would “ turn them from
‘ darknefs to light,” and of favage and cru<
el, make them the peaceable, kind and
fender-hearted difciples of the meek atd

cotmpaflionate Jefus. And’ thefe nations
difo mlg‘ht‘be efpecially meant in that
grant to thé'Son of God and feed of Abra-~
ham, 1 Y'will give theé the heathen
for thmé inheritance, and the UTTER-
MOST PARTS OF THE EARTH for thy
poffeffion.” . It may be, the epithet, vT~
TERMOST, can be apphed to no parts of
the‘earth - with more propriety, than to
thefe American lands.  But'whether they
are particularly intended, or not ; ’tis as
certain the tribes of men inhabiting here -
are included- in the promxfe to Abraham,
as that they are nations exifting on the
earth ; for the promife extends to all
fuch without lumtatlon

"AND -
1 rfalm II. 8.
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~ AND it has, in fa&, with refpe& to
fome of thefe tribes of men, been happily
fulfilled. ‘The “ glad tidings of joy to
all people, ” falvation by Jefus Chrift,
has been made known to, and embraced
by, them, It is freely owned, neither
our fathers, who came over to this Ame-
rican wildernefs for the fake of enjoying
themfelves, and tranfmitting to their pof-
terity, the gofpel-worfhip in its purity
and fimplicity ; nor we thefr children
have exerted ourfelves, as we might and
ought to have done, to propagate the
knowledge of the one true and living
God, and his only begotten Son, among
the ignorant and favage people in thefe
“ regions of the thadow of death:” Yet,
fomething has been done both by them
and us, tho’ more from abroad, to effe®
this bleffed purpofe : Nor have thefe do-
ings for the Lord been wholly in vain.
The facred books of the old and new-tef-
tament have, by the fkill and labor of
the memorable Er1oT, been tranflated
into the Indian language, and charitably
put into their hands, for their inftruction
1n the things pertaining to the kingdom
of God, and of Chrift .: And thro’ his af-
ﬁduous endeavours, with thofe of the res
nowned Ma Y HEws, and other worthies,
E a
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a confiderable number of charches, under
the divine blefling, have been gathered,
confifting of Indian members, many of
‘whom have given proof of the reality of
- their converfion, by their walking in thé
faith and order of the gofpel, fo as. to
“ adorn the doétrine of the Saviour Jefus
Chrit.,” And fome of thefe churches are
remaining to this day, with Englith or
Indian paftors at their head; tho’ they _
are, it muft be confeffed and lamented,
in a declining ftate. And, in truth, the
Indians, within this and the neighbouring
- colonies. of Conneéticut, Rhode-Ifland,
and New-Hampfhire, are ftrangely dimi-
nithed. A few only are left; and it looks
as tho’, in time not far diftant, their race
would be extinét. * THEY

* Within' my remembrance, the Indians at Natick
and Punkapog [two ancieat Indian fettlements within
‘15 miles of Bofton] were confiderably numerous ; but
there are few now remaining. I can affign no other
natural caufe of this ftrange fa&, than the neceffity thefe
Indians were under, by being furrounded by Englifh
towns, to change their fimple plain way of living for
our’s. And if this thould be the true natural caufe, it
affords a very powerful reafon, why, in order to ch#f-
tianize the Indian nations, we thould not think ourfelves
obliged to concert meafures to effet an alteration in that
way of civil life they have been ufed to for ages imme-
morial. If they thould not dwell in fuch houfes, or
_wear fuch clothes, or labor in fuch employments, or
come into the ufe of fuch modes of civility, as are ccm-
mon among us, [ know not that it would be any hin-
. drance
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~ 'THE? Ate mote numerous, and at the
-fame time more favage, on our northern
T - B2 A and

'drance to (he Gofpel among them. Perhaps, the me-
-thod they are i of providing for themfelves and familits
.by hunting; fithing, and fowling, is as innocent, and
free from temptation, as any they could change it for.
I am perfuaded,fhould they change it for that c1viLiZED
ONE, which fome are ready t‘oxﬁink‘ fo highly neceflary,
. their danger of being enticed and drawn afide of their
own lufts would be vally igcreafed. Whese they now
“hayg on¢ temptation to play upon their paffions, to foogh
their affeltions, and inordinately to gratify their natural .
-appetites, they would then have a great many. The
plain.truth isy if the Gofpel once takes place among
them in its power, it will effect the beft change in them
we can defire. The fpiritual, aud it may be the true,
“meaning of 1fai. xi. 6---g. would then have a glorious
-and happy accomplifhment. They who were ravenous
in their difpofation would undesgo a transformation, as
if a wolf fhould change his nature, and of favage be-
“come gentle fo as to feed -with lambs ; or as if the leo-
pard thou'd put off his fiercenefs, and lie down with the
_kids, “The roughnefs of their temper would be fmooth-
ed, their paffions fofined and refined, and they would
. be prompted, from the change introduced in them, to
the exercife not only of humanity, but true chriftian
mecknefs, kindnefs, gentlene(s and gondne, as occafion
might be offered therefor in the providence of God.
«--It may be worth remembring here, The French
never ufed any endeavdurs to change the Indian’s mode
of civil life ; and yet, they have found ways to attach
many tripes of them very flrongly to the religion of
Rome. And why may nat we, in like manner, attach
them to the religion of Chrift ? Should we expend as
much zeaf and pains to make them Chriftians, as the
‘French have done to make them. Catholics, we fhould, 1
doybt not, foon fee the happy fruits of it ; the’ no care
ff ould be taken to bring them into our way of civil life.
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and eaftern borders; for which reafon,
‘about nine and twenty years ago, three
miffionaries, under the influence, and at
the charge, of the honorable fociety in
Scotland for propagating chriftian know-
ledge, in concurrence with'the honorable
general aflembly of this province, were
employed to ufe their beft endeavours to
~ convert them to thefaith of Chrift. They
were * feparated to their work, ” and
¢ commended to the grace of God, ” in
- this houfe, in the prefence of a great mul-
“titude of' pious good people. But, upon
" trial, they found themfelves wnable to
ferve the ends of the gofpel among thefe
~Indians ; "as they had been previoufly
corrupted by popifh priefts: Nor may it
be expected, that any attempts to.indoc-
- trine them in the principles of pure and
undefiled religion will meet with fuccefs,
~while they are fo deeply tinétured with
romifh fuperftition, and.abfolutely gover-
ned by Jefuits fent to them from Canada.

TuE Indian tribes, in our weftern parts,
are yet more numerous and confiderable ;
and as they are in heathen darknefs, un-
“mixt’ with popith corruption, there is
reafon to hope, if fuitable means are ufed
with them, that they may, under the di-

‘ vine
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vine influence, be favingly enlightned in
“ the knowledge of the only true God,
-and Jefus Chrift whom he hath fent,
whom to know is life eternal. ”

AxD the providence of God, by fo
fucceeding his Britannic Majefty’s Arms
as to’put Canada into Englifh hands, feems
evidently to point our view to thefe tribes

-of Indians, making it our duty to endea-
vour to carry the gofpel to them ; fince
that,which has all along been the g let,"is

snow * taken out of the way.” And may

- I not fay, that the Spirit of grace concurs
with divine providence in calling upon

- us to exert ourfelves in all wife methods,

- within our refpeéhve {pheres, that “ God's
King in Sion” may have thefe “ uttermoft

.parts of the earth for his pofleffion ? ”

. To what elfe can we fo juftly attribute
the ferious concern,relative to the fpread-

- ing the gofpel among thefe Indians,which
has been fo generally awakened in the
minds of people, upon occafion of the
marvellous victories the right hand of the
moft high has given us over our French
enemies, fubjecting their country to the

- crown of England ? Never did there ap-
pear before fo ftrong and general a dif-
pofition to encourage the fending “ the
word of falvation ” to them. T |

"T1s
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"T1s in confequence of this good dif-
pofition, and the charitable effeéts of it,
that wehave now twoMiflionaries in.the
MoHAawKk-conntry ; one, the worthy
paftor of the church at-Brookfield, who
3 gohe’ for 4 time only : - The othér, a
promifing young man, who went with a
‘view to fpend his life ih the fervice, if
‘God fhoild be pleafed to give any com-
fortable profpect of fiiccefs. ‘We bave
‘hately- heard from them, and the news
they fend us is fuch as will give joy.toall -
‘who truly love the Redeemer, and difpofe
.them to open their lips in praifes to God.

" THEY write, *“ that, foon -after their
.% arrival at Onoquage, thcy aflembled
¥ the chief men of the tribe in this
- place, informing them of their bufinefs,
and by whom they were fent : That,
with great folemnity, they returned
“ their hearty thanks to the hoforable
- commiflioners, and to them for under-
taking fo difficult and arduous a work.
~— But, as three of their principal men
were abfent, they concluded with fay-
ing, they fpake and afted .only for
themfelves and families ; adding, that
when thefe three fhould return, they
would meet agam, whcn thzy lhould
(11 e
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be glad to hear again of this matter,
and would return a mofe comipleat

- anfwer, Upon the whoele, they all ap-
- peated very cordialas well as thankful. ”

* MR. ForBES writes in another letter,
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'The Indians appear very cordial and
well-difpefed. The laft fabbath [ the
fabbath preceding the 29th of June ]
we had a very full and attentive affem-

bly, as devout as ever I faw, and pro-

perly raifed with a well-tempered zeal.
The whole affembly was moved —
many difcovered a deep forrow for fin,
and were all attention to the word
fpoken. Some wept and covered their
aces. In fhort, it feemed as if God
was moving by his Spirit upon the
whole affembly. On monday we vifi-
ted moft of the families in town, con-
verfed with the heads of them upon
the things of religion, and exhorted
the youth and children to the practifing
early piety. We found feveral under a
very ferious concern about their fouls
and the future world, and very defirous
to know what they fhould do to be fa-
ved. Others we found [ it is to be re-
marked here, Mr. Hawley had fpent
fome time with this tribe of Indians

: “ before
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“ before the war ] well eftablithed in the
“ chriftian. faith, and zealoufly engaged
* in the practife of fober godlinefs.—Eve-
ry thing looks encouraging here on the
part of the beneficent defign of our
“ miffion ; and I can’t but think, ( if we
are not greatly wanting ) that great
things may be effeCed in favor of the
Redeemer’s kingdom. ”

'He writes in gnother letter ftill, The

Indians “ defire to have a church gathe-

“ red, and to have the facrament of the

“ ber with this view, and find that feveral
are well-eftablifhed in the effential doc-
trines of chriftianity, and have a uni-
form practical fenfe of religion upon
their minds.—We have fet up a fchool
here, | at which we are inftruting the

: . “ children

!

I The Indian-children might be inftruéted in their

‘'own towns at a much lefs expence, ‘than if they were

brought to live among us. The coft of bringing them.

‘would be very confiderable ; and they muft be permitted

every now-and-then to make a vifit to their parents and
friends, which would be a great additional charge.

“They muft alfo be boarded and clothed, which would

run the expence very high. Whereas, if they were
taught where they now live, they might be maintained
by their parents ; and the only charge worth mention-

' ing

Lord’sfupper adminiftred before I leave
* them. I have difcourfed with a num~ .
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“ children in the-knowledge of the En:’
‘¢ glifh language: Wehave had about a’
“ dozen 4 day for about twenty days, and’
find the children are very much pleafed’
‘with it, and give their conftant and
feafonable attendance, without any’
.conftraint from their parents. Someé’
of them make furprifing proficiency,’
pronounce the whole alphabet well,’
and know each letter ; and four have’
got to pronunce diftin& fyllables pro-
“ perly They appear to be, in general,

: - “very

ing would be that of fupportmg fchool-maﬁers More,
it may be, would be required for the fupport of inftruc-
tors among the Indians, than among ourfelves ; but
this greater charge would be fmall in comparifon thh
the charge the other way. And the children might, in
their own towns, as conveniently come to fchool; as if
they were amongus; for the Indian wigwams al@
cvery where nearer to one another, than the Epglith
houfes in any of our villages. One fchool in a-town
would therefore very well anfwer all the ends we have
in vxew, as none of the towns are fo large, but the chil-
dren in all of them might eafily meet together every day
for inftruGtion. For thefe reafons, one of the principal
things entrufted with our miffionaries is, tg endeavous
to prepare the way for fcmng up fchools for the educas
tion of Indian children in whatever it may be proper to
inftru@ them. And by thus providing for their iriftruc-
tion, we fhall avoid much needlefs expence. The edus
cation of one Indian lad among us will probably coft
‘more than the education of twenty in ?u’ own country.

And they may, if it be not our own'failf, be as well
educated there, as here ; at leaft till they are fitted for
that higher inftru@ion, which there would be no need
of giving to more than one in an hundred.

&
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¢, yery promifing chilired; . 'The! inha?
“ bitantsare vaftly pleafed, that twi-of
“ our lads * are come'to be with them.to
* ‘f learm their language ; arid. have,of their’
“ own, accord;, offered. three of their’s;
“ whom they would. fend: to New-Engv
“ land to learn- our language 5 but: I told
“ them, I muft wait the pleafure ' of the
“. comm iffioners, before I canld: give.any
" encouragement to take themwith te.”
T O - R A He
. % Thefe lads are about 12 years of age, and:as fro-
mifing as any among us.  [ljey are, with their own
. fmé'gpnfeng devoted to the Indian-fervice for life, if
God, 'in his- ‘providence, fhal} pleafe to'make way for
thieir being ufeful.” ‘Tis defigned they fhould continue
with the' Indians, till they have learnied their language:
Care is taken that they: may be under proper tuition in
the Ihdian“country ; and when they can converfe' in
their tongue with the fame freedom: as in' their own;
they will” be brought from thenice; and put uiider” th

beft means- of-education we have, ‘inorder to their bein
qualifisd: for miffionary preachers, “or fchool-mafiers; of
Whatever -elfe they may be moft turned for!’ I may
add, befides'tifefe-fads we have a‘ yourig man under edu-
&ation - at ‘ourCollege in' Cambridde 5 who: will,’ we
druﬁ,'be fic for férvice, ‘as a fchool~mafter, if not as a
miffionary-preacher, as foon as there" will be' occafion
fer him. '« e e
L\ R : L . . ' T
-1 We have hot encouraged the fending thefe boys ;
and, as we imagine, for very goodreafons. -The charge
of bringing them from their own homes, and educating
them among usy- would be very great. We have feit
the truth of ttils,- as we lately found ourfelves obliged to
pay'nearly 60). fteding in lefs than one year for three
boys enly : on which account we thought ourfelves
o © - . bound,

[To T -, - [P
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Hénmdds, * WeTiave gof all oift matters
' #ipé’, 10’ raake’ propofals to ‘the Indidns,
“-and wait only the return'of’ Adam theu‘
“~chief, who is now -expeted. - The In;
. diahs are-of 4 very obliging difpoﬁttou,
#and well-difpofed -toward rcliglon.
% FThothas King ' madé a ‘fpcech in ‘th(:
“ flame of two or: three; (who had not
¢ beef pk‘eﬁ:nt at: any 'of their former
% .gouncéns )in which'he exprefled a very
§rateful fenfe: of the caré the commif-
“ fionerts have taken of ' the moft impor-
“ tant’ intereft-among “them, and, ‘for
¢« hlS own' part, he grcatly rejoiced “that
F2 - “« they

und_, in faithfulnéfs to thofé who have entrufted theu’
money with us, not to fpend any more of it in this way,
which appears to us.cnormoufly expenfive. - There are
pther inconveniences in taking lads from the Indian-
country ; 3—-We can have no fecurity, whatever expence
is laid out upon them, that they ihall be afterwards em-
played in fuch.fervice as we judge proper : Neither can
we know, prevxouﬂy to their coming to us, whether
their capacities, temper, and inclination to learn, are
fuch as we fhould choole in the childien we. would be
at the charge to educate ; and, after all the pains and
expence in educating them, they.may be vicioudly turn-
«ed, or their chara&er otherwife fuch as-would unfit them
to be.employed by.us in the fervice for which they might
be efpecially intended and wanted.. W hereas, by edu-
«cating Indian-children in their own towns, thefe incon-
wveniences will all be avoided. The charge will be re-
duced tq a fmall thing comparauvely 3---we may fele&t
.out of 2 whaole. fchool the moft promi mg outh for na-
;tural pawers, good temper, and a pioys difpofition ;---
and we might get fecurity from their parents, that }:el\;

3
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£ they were - once more likely toenjoy
¢ the gofpel, He was ready to promife
 all that lay in his power, that the glo-
‘“ rious defign fhould meet with fuccefs.—

“ He wanted fome more effe®tual mea-

¥ fures might be taken to prevent the fin
* of drunkenefs ; and hoped, till fome
.way- was found out, we would pity
* and pray for them ; for they were fo
¢ addicted to that fin, that they conld
¢ not refrain when Rum was brought a-
. mong them. — All the Chiefs are defi-
* rous, that fome effeCtual way may be
* taken that no Rum be bronght among
“ them; for they fay, they plainly fee,
£ that Rum js deftrultive both to foul
‘ and bady. ” | ' LeT

fhall be employed in the fervice their education is defign-
ed to fit them for:---Befides all this, Englith lads will be
far.the likelieft, when their education is finifh’d, to ferve
as Interpreters, fchool-mafters, or miffionary-preachers.
Indians, though fitted, in a good meafure, for thefe em-
ployments, will not have that honor in their own coun-
try, and among their own people, which is highly ex-
~ pedient in order to their being ufeful ; nor can they with
defirable confidence be relied on. Perhaps, two or three
Indians at moft, and thefe fuch as have been found, up-
on tryal, to be fteady, prudent, fober and virtuous, will
fuffice for all the Pdrpofes to'which we fhall have occafion
to employ them,” A fchool therefore for the education
of Indian children in any of our Englifh towns may rea-
fonably be ‘looked upon as a needlefs burthen 5 and, if -
-encouraged, will run into an expence, which may foon
cool that charity which would be the {upport, not only
of that, but of all attempts to promote the fpiritual good
of thofe, whofe lot is caft in heathen darknefs, -~ -

13
«



IN CHRIST. . 37

LeT me digrefs here a moment to la-
ment the exceflive love and immoderate
ufe of {trong drink, fo univerfal among the
Indians. Andisitnot to be lamented
alfo, and more bitterly, that Ry, which
is fo bewitching to them, fhould be put
into their hands, in fuch quantities, by
Chriftians, fo called, while they know, at
the fame time,the mifchief it does among
them. Shall men, profefling chriftianity,
for the fake of a.little fordid gain, be in-
ftrumental in deftroying both the bodies
and fouls of thofe, who, in common with
themfelves, are the offfpring of God ?
How great is'their guilt ! They may juft-
ly expet being doomed to the foreft
punithment, when Chrift, the judge, fhall
¢ come in the glory of his father, and of
the holy angels, to render to every man
.according to his deeds.” If neither love
to God nor their neighbour will reftrain
thefe Traders with the Indians from this
great wickednefs, ’tis pity but it fhould
be put out of thcir power to go on any
Janger in the pradtice of it. It may be,
no effectual reftraints can be laid upon
them but from HoME ; and it would not
be below the dignity of the BrRiTIsH
MonNaRCH to devife fome expedient, and
carry it into effect, that would powerfully
tend to. fave this unbappy people from

this
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this ¢ fizare of ithe Devil. ™. We' fhight
then hope for faccefs: in .our endenvours
¢o fettle ¢he gofpel among them:: Other
wife, there‘may be reafon™ to fear, that
thcgood ‘edd- propofed by our miflions
to them ‘will:be, in:a‘great meafure, de—
feated nf-But to rctum ‘

- PN

N B,

He further wntes, s it wﬂl be beﬂ
“ Mr.. Bowman ( the: miffioniary. ‘here
prefent) fhould come as-{con ds he car,
“ and that'he be ordained that he may
“. admlmﬂer the ordmances ‘here.’

I comphance with this deﬁre, and
in confequence of the encouraging prof-
pedt there is “of doing' good amonyg the
Indians, we . judged we« were called of
God to fead Mr. Bowman to them.. We
alfo tho’t it proper he fhould firft be or-
dained, that he might be qualified to a&,
inall refpe&s, as a gofpel-minifter among
them. Aaund itis to feparate him to the
fervice of Chrift, more efpecially among
thefe Indians, that we are now in the
houfe of the Lord. s 1

’ WE rejoice, Sir, that,you ﬁnd within
your felf a willingnefs to engage in this
felf-denying work"; - and."would hope it
has been excited in you by the God of all

grace
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grace, in compaffion to the foulkof many
who are penlhxng in' the darknefs of
heathemﬁn. b : : e
: : S TS 14
THE fervme you are golng upon is dif?
ficult. - It will call you to give up youd
edfe, to undergo hardfhips, and to‘enduré
tryals-of various kinds : Ner would it be
firange, if you fhould meet with oppofi-
tion from “ the powers of darknefs,
while you are labouring to “ enlighten
thofe in the knowledge of Chrift, * who
have long been: “ alienated from: the' lifé
of God thro' the ignorance that'is in them,
by reafon of the blindnefs of their minds.”
But you have noreafon to be. dlfcouraged&
The caufe you are engaged in is nobly
great and good. It is the caufe of God ;
- 1t'is.the: caufe of Chrift ; it is the caufe,
the promoting: of which. lies in * fhewing
mén the:way of falvation, ” through the
ataning blood of the once crucified, but
now exalted and glorified: Jefus. The
defign' of: your miffion neatly refembles
that "of .the apaftles of . our Lord. You
- are, * fet, 7 as they were, *“ alight to the
© & Gentiles, that thou .fhouldeft bve for
falvation to-the emds of the earth ; ” you
are to go, as'they did, to nations ’ whofe
‘“ minds the god of this. world hath blind-
ed that the light of the:glorious ‘gofpel of
Chrift,
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Chrift, who is the image of God, might
fhine unto them. ”. “ And you may hum-
bly hope, Chrift will be with you, as he
was with them, by the fpecial influences
of his Spirit, to comfort your heart, to
invigorate your faith, to animate your
zeal, to ftrengthen your refolution, and,

ina word to enable you to furmount all
the dlﬂicultlcs that may attend the execu-
tion of the truft to be committed to you.

LET your dependance be on Chrift.—
Seck to him, in the ways .of his appoint-
ment, for thofe meafures of knowledge,
prudence, fortitude, and all that grace
and ftrength, the fervice you are called
to may make neceflary.

, Ax D you fhould be encouraged to truft
in him both ' for help and fuccefs, when.
you remember and confider, that the
tribes of mes you are going .to, make a
part of ¢ the nations,” concerning whom:
the divine promife is, that they ¢ fhall -
be blefled in the feed of Abraham, ” our
Lord Jefus Chrift. And as the chief de-
fign of your miffion is, that “this blefling ”
may be extended to thefe people, in ac-
comphfhment of the promlFe of God, will
he be wanting in any thing proper, on
his part, in order to your being fucceeded

: in
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‘ ICANNOT, in: conf'derauon of fuch -

fervxce, héwever ifportant, enfure ’yow'
deq uéte reward from njen.; but”as"

ﬂns ervn:e déng for ther will, at the famne
time, be aferfvice done forGod andChrift;
“ great; fhall be your reWird jrr heaven: ™
Having, "abours, urider,
the influence bt the Spiree 6f: ace,turned
thefe heathéi’ peGpte from* darknefs-tg
light,” you?har “ fhide m‘the kingdom
of your father, as the bnghmefs of ,the
firmamenit, -and ‘4s.’the ‘ftdts forever and
ever” ' Ve, thodld the defign "of your
‘miffion ' fail’ of b ered ; thould
“ you labourt ih vain, and fpend "your
ftrength’for nought and Al vaip ;" yet, if
?(ou are- fajthful,’ you ‘Thalt-**‘in ho" wife
your' *reward “Even in -cafe ‘of
ﬁmdeﬁ, lgbby, ‘yoli‘r wdgment is'with
the Lord,and yout work with yourGod ;*
‘and he will rendér to. ydu,-at the appear—
‘ing'of Jefus'Chrift, Trot atcoydmg to- the
'ﬁlccefs pq’h‘a#e’mctwnh‘ ‘but’according
lvo' the” }, tt'gm*y ‘of y’om-‘ heart, 4nd 1ke
‘ lgreatne:is of ﬂte trials yola have gone t] ‘thid?
‘}rour upright cndeavours to promote

the good of perithing fouls.” *And, havig
l“ been faxthful to death, " he WIH “of his
,nch grace, thro’ the merits of the ‘Re-
“deemer’s blood, beftow upon you “ the
crown

{
RO
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. ctown that fadeth not away, ” a glorious
immortality in the heavenly world. -

I Now turn myfelf to this gfeat aflem-
~bly, and would befpeak your prayers for

", ~-*this man of God,” who is about to.de-

vout himfelf to the fervice of Chrift among
a people of a * ftrange fpeech and hard
- language, ”. and . who, at the fame time,
are.invelop’d with grofs darknefs.  * Bre-

thren, pray for him, ” and for his “ com-

" panion alfo in the kingdom and patience
of Jefus Chrift,” gone before on this dif-

ficult bufinefs, that “ the word of the

Lord, ” difpenfed by them, * may have

free courfe, and be glorified ” among the

- Indian nations, as it has been among us,
and much. more abundantly : Pray for
. them, that “ utterance may be given to
them,” fo as “ that they may open their
mouths boldly to make known the myfte-
ry of the gofpel ” to thefe ignorant Gen-
. tiles: Pray for them, that God would
“ caufe them to triumph in Chrift,” while
‘they “-make manifeft the favour -of his
knowledge in every place ” they may be
called to ; and that they * may be unto
God a fweet favour of Chrift, a favour
of life unto lifc ” to many who, at pre-
fent, are “ dead in trefpaffes and fins. ”
And “ pray with ail prayer and fuppli-
G2 cation
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“cation’ in the 8pirit, watbliing thersunto
with all perfeverance.” '+ Pray..andceafe
not, “ always making mention of them
in .your prayers,” that they mmy be
“ftrengthned with all might, - accarding to
- God’s glorious pewer, unto all patisnce
: and long-fuffering, with . joyfuinefs ” in
beholding thefe unhappy people * delive-
red from the power of darknefs, and trah-
{lated into the kingdom of God’sdearSon.”

Awp together with your prayers, et

. me invite you to give of your fubflance
for their bodily fupport and comfort.
 Bome of you, thanks be to God, have
very liberally fubfcribed towards a Funp

. that is intended, if the Lord pleafcs, to
. - vield a perpetual income for the fervice of
Chrift among theIndians; as alfo towards
‘bearing the expence we may be called
td in our endeavours, for the theee ar four
firft years, to carry the gofpel to them :
But, as the fubfcription towards theFunp
will not.take place till the late iNCorPO-

" RATING -AcCT fhall receive the RoyaL
saNcTIoN ; and as the zemporary fub-
feription, tho' kindly affifted by the com-

" miflioners from the LoNDoN-SOCIETY,
- and by the corroraTiON OF HaAR-
¥ AR D-COLLEGE,who are intrufted with
the difpofal of Dr. WiLL1aMs's legacy

- : for
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for the infrudlion of the Indigns: I fay,
8. Eis” Sermpamary- fubfcapnqn, ‘with the
-8ids afforded tg it, is for the prefent, in-
‘fuffigient to anfwer the neceffary demands,
e -think it our duty to call 31pon thafe,
- who heye not yet had oppestunity there-
dor, to exprefs- their regards so Chrift Qy
oW oﬁ‘ermg fv@ely to promote h;s cauff:

AND were: our views, in tius matter,
~_c¢nﬁncd to this world only,. there would
-nat he wanting powerful inducements to
proempt, us to liberality. We fhonld here-
by attach the Indians: to our intereft ;
“leaft, we fhould do.:that which would
- »happily tendto anfwer fo good a purpofe.
-Had we, in times paft, been - at the ex-
‘pence thar was neceffary in order to their
inftrution in the things of God and Jefus

~Chrift, inflead of * fnares and traps to-

s, fcpurges in our {ides and thorns in

our eyes,” they might have been ouy faft

friends, and maintained a carrefpondence

:with-us to our advantage as well -as their

~own. ; The French nation have taught

~us this;to our forrow as. well as coft.—
-‘They have all along made it a point to
. fupport - miflionaries :among the Indians,
~whergyer they could ; and to this chiefly
it is owing, that they have had fuch pow-

©r aver them By the_pains-they have

: “taken

- — ;

i e By
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‘takénito ¢onvert them, not to the faith
“ of Chrift, but to the religion of Rome,
" they have been able to ufe them as in-
~ftruments in bringing into effet their mif-
~chievous defigns againft us; and by them
“they have committed thofe barbarities we
" fhould never have felt, could they  not
“have excufed themfelves by transferring

- the fhame of them to thefe favages in al-
-liance with them. And as there are.nu-
-merous tribes of them untainted as yet
with Romith fuperftition, would it not be -

wife policy to ufe all proper endeavours

to bring them to the faith, not *“ of alie,”

but “ of the truth as itis in Jefus?”

Would not this, in the end, - be the leaft

expenfive method to make and keep them

our good friendsand peaceable neighbours?

. BuT there are much higher motives to
-excite in us a zeal to promote the intereft
of Chrift among the Indian tribes, and
much nobler principles to a&t from in the
charitable expreflions of it. — We. fhould
‘be conftrained from gratitude to God;
that God, who, by crowning the Britith
arms, in thefe American lands, with fuc-
cefs beyond even our biggeft expetations,
has opened a wide door for fending the
gofpel to the Gentiles inhabiting here.
And in what more proper way can we
- ‘ manifeft
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manifeft the fenfe we have of our obliga-

tions to the fupremeRuler, than by taking*
occafion from the fignal victories he has-
given us to contribute tb the enlargement!
of the kingdom - of - his’fon Jefus Chrift*
If our MOTHER-COUNTY, “and HE"
THAT SWAYS THE SCEPTRE THERE,’
fhould; by pious donations, encourage’
fuch meafures as-are wifély concerted’ to'*
fpread the religion-of Jefusin thefe diftant’
and dark corners of  the world, would it’
be an unfuitable acknowledgment'to*“ the:

King of Kings ™ for the great things he*
has done for them, aswell as us? May we>

niot rather fay, “thus * to do good and"

dommunicate " would be “ an odour of'
a fweet {mell, a facrifice acceptable, well-’
pleafing to God”?—Loveto Chrift thould

likewife open our hearts and hands upon
"~ this'occafion.  "Tis in his caufe, ‘and to
promote the honor of his name, that we

are urged to bountifulnefs : - And how '
powerfully is this motiveadapted to work’
upon us? Shall wepretend an affection to’
the Saviour of men, and not exert our-’
felves, ' as we are able, and have oppor--
tunity,  to fpread the knowledge of his’
religion, and ‘extend the borders of his

kingdom? If we hang back, or difcover’
a niggardly difpofition, - *“ how dwelleth
the love of Chriftin us*? ‘It may be

s feared,

©
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feared; itdaes nat “ indged.and in trgth,
tho': it fhould ¢*; in. werd.and.in tw(suq-(
~—Liove alfo tq the fouls of ' our fellow-,
men, bhndcd by the Gq¢of this warld,.
and perifhing:in the darknefs of ignorance,
and fin,, Ihoum mave, .qurpearts. - Who:
among thefons of Adam ar¢ more propet;
s of qur: chriftian cqqqpaﬂion  Angd

how fheuld it opsrate,if not.in chafitablg:
endeayonrs, , that shey .mav be * ;;anﬂa-
ted mtgt,hc:lgght.af th ous, gofpge}
With what face of truwy can we .pro efs
religious kindnefs towards.them, if, w

carnot find withpus.ourfelvesa chfpoﬁnong
te be ar(&mefmall expence to epcourage;
the ufe.of , meang;to prevent.. their..being,
“. l:;urt of tb.e fecond; death A T

S Sl

TH ERE are, 1 trufl, a good nu:mbq
bgre prefenr, . who * love Chn&; that fisfk:
loved them,” and thofe alfo who. gre.
“ ungadly and without ftrengsh;” as.they’
werc tt;emfelves when  Chrift dned “i@r
them.” “And will fuch be ﬁran(ued in
their own bowels, when they have, afau‘
opportunity. to affift in enlarging the,jn-.
tereft of Chrift, and faving the fouls.qf
thofe who are in_ a loft condition ! They-
will rather cxert themfc}vcs with all chear-
fulnefs and liberality in cax;rymg fo nob»lq
a defign into execution.

I’
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_-I canNoT wifh any thing better for the
people here aflembled, or for the people.
in this town, and throughout the, land,

~ than that Chrift and immortal fouls may

Be:precious to them, as they are to thofe
that believe. ‘They would not then {pend:
their money in that furniture for their,
houfes, or atterdance on their perfons, or,
ernament to’their bodies, which the
ditin&ion God has made between them
and others does not call for, but is the
fruit of pride and vain-glory : they would
not fpend it in fupporting criminal amufe-
ments and inglorious paftimes, which dif-
fipate the mind, and indifpofe it to the ex-

ercifés of piety.and devotion ; and are be-’
fides greatly hurtful to fociety: much lefs

would: they fpend it in that luxurious in-
temperate way of living, which tends to
pamper luft, and render it headftrong
and impetuous. = They, would rather be
inclined, not only to refrain from thefe
extravagancies, but ta deny themfelves,

at leaft for a time; and in fome inftances,

as there might be occafion, even the
conveniences of life, that they might be
better able to diftribute to the purpofes of
charity, efpécially to' the fouls of men:
Nor fhould we, if this love to Chrift and
fouls was generally prevalent, be at any

o lofs
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lofs for a fufficiency toprofecute the gréat

dnd gped dcﬁgn tbat is now happ:ly,

begun

Mn xsbe ébundantly profpcred, qnd-
ik’ the Kands of thofe 'who are, at prefent,:

émployed in carrying ¥ on ! And may the
time be haftened, when the Son of Gody’

4nd Saviour of mien, ** fHalk have domi.

fion from féa to fea,” and be'® King ovep
afl the eafth”! when *“ men fhall be
Heffed in him, and all umons thal oall
him bleﬂ'ed ” P

“ BLEsSED be ﬂheLcrdGod theGod
of frael; who otily doeht wondrous thibgs:
And bleffed be Isis glorious name forever ;
and let the whole ¢drth be filled! wich
hislory : AMEN, and AMEN ™t

ERRATA

Page 6. line 16, for: gone read | gor )

Pag. 11. 1. 6 from the bettom, read Galatians.
Pag. 47. 1. 6. for cdunTY read COUNTRY. -
Pag. 48. L. 14, for without read within.
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